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JEREMY THATCHER DRAGON HATCHER 

AN ADAPTATION OF THE NOVEL 

BY BRUCE COVILLE 

 

 

CHARACTERS: 

Jeremy Thatcher   Sixth Grade Boy 

Dr. Thatcher    Jeremy’s Dad, Mid Thirties 

Mrs. Thatcher    Jeremy’s Mom, Mid Thirties 

Spec      Jeremy’s Best Friend, Sixth Grade 

Mary Lou Hutton   Sixth Grade Girl with a crush on  

      Jeremy 

Mr. Hutton    Mary Lou’s Father, Mid Thirties 

Mrs. Hutton    Mary Lou’s Mother, Mid Thirties 

Miss Priest    Local Librarian, Twenties 

S.H. Elives    Magic Store Owner, Fifties 

Howard     Sixth Grade Bully 

Freddy The Frog Killer  Sixth Grade Bully 

 

*NOTE: S.H. Elives and Miss Priest can be double cast using Dr. 

and Mrs. Thatcher. 

*NOTE: All animals in the play are puppets manipulated by 

puppeteers. 

SETTING: 

Any small town U.S.A. 

 

TIME: 

The Present 
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JEREMY THATCHER DRAGON HATCHER 

A STAGE ADAPTATION OF THE NOVEL  

BY  

BRUCE COVILLE 

 

 

 

Scene:  A secluded part of the school playground.  Jeremy runs 

on out of breath.  He is carrying his book bag, and a large 

sketch pad.  Jeremy struggles to catch his breath.  After a 

beat, SPEC runs on, also out of breath. 

 

      Spec 

There you are.  Good job getting out of there so fast. 

 

      Jeremy 

Stinks. Stinks. STINKS!   

 

      Spec 

Calm down, it’s not that bad. 

 

      Jeremy 

      (Hopeful) 

Really? 

 

      Spec 

No.  It’s pretty bad Jeremy. 

 

      Jeremy 

UGH! 
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      Spec 

I mean Mr. Kravitz read Mary Lou Hutton’s love letter to you in 

front of the entire sixth grade class.  It doesn’t get much 

worse than that. 

 

      Jeremy 

I didn’t even hear what it said.  All I heard was everybody 

laughing.  I wanted to disappear. 

 

      Spec 

She wrote that she was going to kiss you after school, if it was 

the last thing she did. 

 

      Jeremy 

Oh no! 

 

      Spec 

And- 

 

      Jeremy 

And?  There’s more? 

 

      Spec 

She said you had beautiful eyes. 

 

      Jeremy 

Oh no! 

 

Spec 

The good news is that old man Kravitz never said who signed the 

note.  So nobody knows who wrote it. 
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      Jeremy 

How is that good news?  Mary Lou Hutton should be embarrassed 

too. But she won’t, she tells anyone who will listen that she 

wants to be my girlfriend. In the first grade when those idiots 

Freddie the Frog Killer, and Howard started chasing girls, she 

thought that was a good idea, so she started chasing me. I spent 

the whole year hiding during every recess.  

 

      Spec 

By tomorrow no one will remember. 

 

      Jeremy 

You think? 

 

      Spec 

No, this was pretty big. 

 

      Jeremy 

Oh no. 

      (Jeremy sits.  Completely  

       defeated) 

 

      Spec 

      (Joins him) 

Come on.  Let’s do what we came out here to do. 

 

      Jeremy 

Nah, I don’t feel like drawing. 

 

      Spec 

Come on, drawing always cheers you up.  Plus, we have to 

practice for the contest. 

      (They take art supplies out of 
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       their book bags and draw through 

 the following) 

 

      Jeremy 

You’re going to win. 

 

      Spec 

Everybody knows you’re the best artist in the sixth grade. 

 

      Jeremy 

      (They start drawing) 

You’re really good too, Spec. 

 

      Spec 

Did you hear the winner gets to paint a mural on a wall behind 

the school? 

 

      Jeremy 

Not just a wall. 

      (Points offstage) 

That wall. 

 

      Spec 

The dodgeball wall? 

      (Pause) 

We’ill be immortalized. 

 

      Jeremy 

I know.  It’s gonna be so cool. 

 

Spec 
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I know, right?  You should have won last year. 

 

      Jeremy 

And you should have won the year before that. 

 

      Spec 

But Kravitz would only pick a Sixth Grader. 

       

Jeremy 

And now we’re in the Sixth Grade. 

 

      Spec 

This is our year! 

      (Pause) 

Everyone knows Kravitz hates you. 

 

      Jeremy 

All I’ve ever wanted to be is an artist.  And the Art teacher 

hates me. 

 

      Spec 

I know.  So let’s make a deal, If I win you help me. 

 

      Jeremy 

And if I win you help me! 

      (They shake hands) 

 

      Both 

Deal! 
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Spec 

What’re you working on? 

 

      Jeremy 

A dragon. 

 

      Spec 

Again. 

 

      Jeremy  

I love dragons. 

 

      Spec 

Let’s see. 

      (Jeremy hands Spec his sketch 

       pad) 

Wow, that’s good! 

 

      Jeremy 

Nah, somethings missing. 

 

      Spec 

I’m not kidding Jeremy, that’s the best dragon you’ve ever 

drawn. 

 

      Jeremy 

Something’s missing. 

      (A soccer ball rolls to where 

       Jeremy and Spec are sitting 

       Freddie The Frog Killer enters) 
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A little help. 

      (Jeremy gets up and retrieves the 

       ball) 

Is that you Thatcher? 

      (Jeremy throws him the ball) 

Thanks lover boy. 

 

      (Hollering off) 

Howard.  Hey Howard, I found Lover Boy Jeremy Thatcher.  Come on 

let’s take him to Mary Lou so he can get his kiss. 

(Makes kissing sound. (Howard 

Morton enters) 

 

      Jeremy 

You leave me alone, Freddie The Frog Killer! 

      (This hits Freddie hard) 

 

      Freddie 

Don’t call me that. 

 

      Jeremy 

It’s true! 

 

      Freddie 

It happened once!  By accident! 

       

      Jeremy 

Who catches a frog and puts it in a plastic container and puts a 

plastic lid on it so it won’t jump away?  And who is surprised 

when he takes it out for show and tell and the frog is dead?  

Freddie The Frog Killer that’s who! 
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That’s it Thatcher.  Howard and me are going to personally 

deliver you to Mary Lou Hutton, and she’s going to get her big, 

fat, juicy KISS! 

       (Freddie and Howard lunge at  

        Jeremy but they miss) 

 

      Jeremy 

You’ll have to catch me first. 

      (Jeremy scoops up his book bag and 

      runs for all he’s worth.  He 

escapes the schoolyard but finds 

himself in unfamiliar territory.   

 

Scene:  Outside the Magic Shop 

 

(Jeremy is now in front of The 

Magic Shop.  There is also a large 

knocker on the door and a sign 

that reads: 

 

ELIVES’MAGIC SUPPLIES 

S.H. ELIVES PROPRIETER 

       

      Jeremy 

      (Jeremy looks around out of  

breath) 

Where am I?   

      (Looks around more) 

I’ve never been here.  This is so weird; I’ve lived here my 

whole life; how can I be lost?  

      (Jeremy notices the door) 

We have a magic shop here?  How did I not know this?  Maybe I 

can find something in here to make Freddie, Howard and Mary Lou 

Hutton disappear. 

      (Jeremy approaches the door and 

       notices the knocker) 

Should I knock? 

      (Pause) 
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      (Pause) 

I talk to myself a lot. 

      (He pushes the door slowly open 

       strange bells announce his  

 arrival) 

 

Scene:  The shop is dark and mysterious.  Magician’s equipment 

crowded the shelves, display cabinets and even the floor.  A 

section of one wall was given over to cages filled with rabbits 

and doves, as well as an odd selection of toads, lizards and 

bats.  A monkey roams freely in the shop. 

 

Jeremy enters the magic shop.  As he does so all the animals  

making noise and becomes restless.  Mr. Elives is behind 

the counter polishing the counter top.  He is old with long 

white hair past his shoulders.  Mr. Elives reacts to the 

restless animals) 

 

      Elives 

Peace, my lovelies.  I know.  He is here. 

      (The animals immediately settle.   

       To Jeremy, sharply) 

Well, what do you want? 

 

      Jeremy 

I… I don’t think I want anything. 

 

      Elives 

No one comes in this shop just to look around.  But you can 

start that way.  Let me know when you find what you need. 

      (Jeremy begins to look around) 

 

      Jeremy (To himself) 

What an old looney. 

      (Jeremy wanders through the magic 

      shop and comes across a display  

      case with a human skull, next to  

      skull is a sign that reads: The  
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      Skull of Truth.  Then he notices 

      some Chinese rings and then he 

      sees perched on a pedestal is a 

      large marble shimmering a  

      thousand different colors across 

      its surface.  Jeremy is drawn to 

      it) 

How much does this cost? 

      Elives  

      (Glances up) 

You don’t want that. 

 

      Jeremy 

How do you know whether I want it or not? 

 

      Elives 

That’s my business. 

 

      Jeremy 

How much is it? 

      Elives 

      (Shuffles toward the case) 

Do you have any idea what this is? 

       

Jeremy 

I don’t know, some kind of marble? 

 

      Elives 

      (Snips) 

Don’t be a fool.  Look at it again. 

      (Pause) 
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      Jeremy 

All right, it’s too big for a marble.  What is it? 

 

      Elives 

Never mind. 

 

      Jeremy 

Can I see it? 

 

      Elives 

You’re seeing it now. 

 

      Jeremy 

I mean, may I look at it more closely? 

      (Elives opens a drawer at the  

       bottom of the cabinet and pulls 

       what looks like a jewelry box  

       lined with cotton.  He then  

       reaches in his pocket and  

       pulls out an enormous ring of  

       keys.  He looks for the right  

       key, all the while muttering 

       to himself.  When he finds the  

       key he is looking for he unlocks 

       the cabinet door and carefully  

       takes out the marble.) 

 

 

      Jeremy  

(Taking in the beauty) 

It’s beautiful! 

(Jeremy reaches for the marble and 

Elives reluctantly allows him to 

hold it.  Jeremy again takes in 

its beauty and feels an attachment 

to it. It begins to swirl.  Elives 

 takes the marble from Jeremy and  
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 looks at it for a long moment. 

 It has stopped swirling now that 

 Jeremy is not holding it.   

 Elives sighs and shakes his head) 

 

      Elives 

Do you have a quarter? 

 

      Jeremy 

What? 

 

      Elives 

Do you have a quarter?  You may have it for a quarter. 

 

Jeremy 

I thought you said I didn’t want it. 

 

      Elives 

      (Softly) 

You don’t.  It wants you. 

      (Pause) 

A quarter please. 

      (Jeremy reaches in his pocket 

       and pulls out a quarter.  He 

           hands it to Elives.  Elives 

       takes the quarter) 

 

Now stand still.  I have to get you something. 

      (He fishes behind his counter 

       Until he finds a yellowed  

       piece of paper.  He packs the 

       paper in the box and hands it to  

       Jeremy.  He then comes around the 

       counter and looks Jeremy straight 

       in the eye and places his hands  

       on Jeremy’s shoulders.) 
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Follow the instructions exactly.  And for Ishtar’s sake, be 

careful.  If you fail to care for this properly you will have me 

to answer to. 

      (Pause as the stare down  

       continues) 

 

Use the side door it will get you home faster. 

      (Elives ushers him to the side  

       door and out.   

 

 

 

Scene:  Jeremy’s dining room. 

 

      Jeremy 

How did I get here? 

      (The family cat is sprawled out on 

the dining table and the dog is 

very excited to see Jeremy and 

jumps on him as Jeremy tries to 

set the box on the table) 

No, Grief.  Down, Grief. 

      (Jeremy holds the box over his 

       head with one hand and pets the  

       dog with the other) 

Good, Grief 

      (The dog sits, and Jeremy places 

       the box on the table.  As he does 

       the cat starts to inspect the  

       box during the following.  Jeremy 

       gets the dog a treat) 

Come here Grief. 

      (The dog hurries over) 

Sit. 

      (The dog does) 

Lay down. 

      (The dog does) 

Speak 
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      (The dog does) 

Dance. 

      (The dog does) 

Good, Grief! 

      (Jeremy tosses the dog a treat 

       and the dog retrieves it and 

       exits. Jeremy turns his attention 

       to the box which the cat has now  

       begun to swat across the table  

       Jeremy gets to it just before the  

       cat knocks it off the table.) 

No. Bad Cat! 

      (The cat hisses at the box, and  

       then at Jeremy) 

 

Right back at you, you old grouch! 

      (The cat lays back down on the  

       table.  Jeremy takes the box and  

       goes to the other end of the  

       table and carefully sets the 

       box down and opens the lid, He 

       removes the paper and lifts the 

       egg.  It is now three times 

                               larger than the last time we saw 

                               it) 

Wow!  It’s growing! 

      (The egg glows warmer colors now) 

What’s going on? 

      (He continues to examine the egg) 

It’s so warm. 

      (He places it back in the box and 

       reaches for the directions) 

 

This probably tells me how to clean it. 

      (Jeremy unfolds the paper) 

What? How to hatch a dragon’s egg?  What kind of fool does that 

old man think I am?   

      (He reads the paper out loud for 

       first line or two and then 
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       Elives enters and finishes) 

 

How to Hatch a Dragon’s Egg 

The egg you have purchased has already gone through a long aging 

process.  It now needs but two things to be ready to hatch- the 

light of the full moon, and the words of a true friend.   

 

      Elives 

To quicken the egg, take it outside at midnight on the night of 

the next full moon.  Put it in the moonlight and say: 

    Full moons light to wake the egg, 

    Full moon’s light to hatch it; 

    Midsummer Night will crack the world, 

    But St. John’s Day will patch it. 

You have been entrusted with a very special creature Jeremy 

Thatcher.  Treat it with care, for its safety depends upon your 

willingness to follow these directions exactly.  It goes without 

saying that secrecy is essential. 

Good Hatching 

S.H. Elives 

 

      Jeremy 

What the heck?  How did he know my name? 

      (Jeremy studies the egg) 

So you’re a dragon egg, huh?   

      (Jeremy is happy about this) 

      (Jeremy’s dad is heard entering  

      the front door.  Jeremy scrambles 

and puts everything back in the 

box and sits it in the chair next  

      to him.  Jeremy’s dad Dr.  

      Thatcher enters carrying Fat 

      Pete, an extremely fat cat.) 

 

      Dr. Thatcher 
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Hey Bub. 

 

      Jeremy 

Hi Dad. 

 

      Dr. Thatcher 

How was your day? 

 

      Jeremy 

Complicated.  Where did Fat Pete come from? 

 

      Dr. Thatcher 

I found him out front.  He must have been fighting again he’s 

got a little cut under his eye. 

 

      Jeremy 

You’ve been treating him so long he must know when it’s time to 

go to the Vet. 

 

      Dr. Thatcher 

I’m gonna walk him down to the barn and treat his wound then 

I’ll take him home. 

      (Jeremy approaches Fat Pete) 

 

      Jeremy 

Hi Pete, how you doing slugger? 

      (Jeremy tries to pet Pete, but 

      Pete swats at Jeremy and hisses) 

Why you rotten little- 

 

      Dr. Thatcher 

What’s the rule, Jeremy? 
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      Jeremy 

Don’t get mad at a cat for acting like a cat. 

 

      Dr. Thatcher 

Right.  Why was your day so complicated? 

 

 

      Jeremy 

Mary Lou Hutton wants to kiss me. 

 

 

      Dr. Thatcher 

That’s because you’re so cute. 

 

      Jeremy 

I’m not cute! 

 

      Dr. Thatcher 

Okay, you’re ugly.  Don’t forget to do your chores. 

 

      Jeremy 

I won’t.  Hey dad, when is the next full moon? 

 

 

      Dr. Thatcher 

Tonight.  More precisely, about three hours.  Chores! 

      (As Dr. Thatcher exits Fat 

      Pete takes one more swipe at 

      Jeremy.  Jeremy goes to the  

      box and takes the egg and the 
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      sheet of paper out and looks 

      at them. The cat on the table 

follows Dr. Thatcher) 

 

      Jeremy 

Tonight I hatch a dragon’s egg! 

      (Beat) 

Cool! 

 

Scene: Jeremy’s backyard.  Jeremy enters carrying the box 

containing the egg. There is a lawn chair and a flashlight. It 

is a cloudy and foggy night, the only light is that of the full 

moon and the egg.  Eerie. Jeremy is moving the lawn chair into 

close proximity of the towel and the egg. 

 

      Jeremy 

(Jeremy carefully places the box 

holding the egg in the moonlight.)  

Okay.  One minute till midnight. 

       

Here goes.  Full moon’s light to wake the egg, Full moon’s light 

to hatch it; Midsummer Night will crack the world, But St. 

John’s Day will patch it. 

(Jeremy stands still.  Nothing   

seems to be happening.   

 

 

*Note: Projection.  The moon transitions indicating a change in 

energy. 

(Then the wind shifts.  A gold 

light trickles through Jeremy’s 

mind, making him shiver. Jeremy 

shivers.  He grabs his head as if 

he has a headache.) 

Whoa, what was that?  

      (The box begins to glow and shake. 

       Baby Tiamat emerges from the box. 

       Tiamat and Jeremy are staring at  

       one another.) 
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      Jeremy 

Well, hello there. 

      (Tiamat mimics Jeremy, if Jeremy 

       moves his head to the left Tiamat 

       does the same, this happens for a 

       bit, almost like a dance between 

       them.  Jeremy reaches out to pet 

       Tiamat and she bites his finger.) 

 

      Jeremy 

Why you rotten little… 

 

*Note: Projection.  Jeremy shows anger.  And then Tiamat shows 

that she is sorry. 

 

      Jeremy 

Are you telling me you’re sorry? 

 

      (Jeremy gives Tiamat  

      his finger again, this time Tiamat 

takes his finger gently into her 

mouth and nods her head like the 

two are shaking hands.) 

    

Jeremy 

My name is Jeremy.  It’s nice to meet you. 

      (Tiamat drops Jeremy’s finger  

       and quickly scurries up to  

       Jeremy’s shoulder where she is  

 perched like a parrot.) 

 

Wow you’re fast. Now what do I do? 

      (Jeremy goes for his flashlight, 

       then starts looking for the paper 

       S.H. Elives gave him) 

 

Where’s the paper that Old Man gave me?  Maybe I missed 

something. 
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      (Tiamat leaves his shoulder and  

       chases the light like a cat    

       would.  Jeremy laughs and plays 

       with the Tiamat. Jeremy finds 

       the paper.) 

Here it is. 

      (Tiamat jumps back on Jeremy’s 

       shoulder and reads along with  

       Jeremy.  Basically her head 

follows the light.  Jeremy reads  

the paper out loud for the first 

       first line or two and then 

  

Elives enters and takes over 

reading the letter, sometimes 

reading with Jeremy and sometimes 

alone.) 

  

Jeremy  

(starting to read what he thinks 

it says)   

How to Hatch a… The Care and Feeding of Dragons.  How did he 

change it? 

      (Reading) 

You have been chosen to care for a rare and precious creature 

Jeremy Thatcher. 

 

      Elives  

(saying the name with Jeremy) 

Jeremy Thatcher. 

 

      Jeremy 

How does he know my name? 

      Elives 

(Continues) 

When fully grown, your dragon will be unimaginably powerful.  

But in its early stages of its development it is very 

vulnerable.   
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      Jeremy 

I have a hard enough time taking care of my gerbil.   

 

      Elives 

To begin with you must guard the fact of its existence.  The 

world at large does not love dragons.  Should your dragon be 

discovered it will almost certainly be taken from you. 

       

      Jeremy 

How am I gonna hide a dragon? 

 

      Eives 

As to feeding: While mature dragons prefer live food, an infant 

will be satisfied with something that has already been killed.  

Small gobbets of meat, such as chicken livers, are particularly 

appropriate. 

      Jeremy 

Gross. My dad eats those all the time.  Those things make me 

gag. 

      Elives 

Dragons grow rapidly, and eventually, your dragon will shed its 

skin.  You must save the skin, as well as the baby’s teeth, 

which will begin to fall out at about the same time.  You must 

also save as much of the eggshell as possible.  These things 

will be very important when Midsummer Night arrives. 

      Jeremy 

When is that?  I need to find that out. Your dragon must have… 

 

      Elives 

Your dragon must have a name and you should provide another name 

as soon as possible. 

       

 

      Mrs. Thatcher 
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      (Off) 

Jeremy.  Jeremy Thatcher. 

      Jeremy 

      (Jeremy folds the paper 

       and puts it in his pocket.  He  

       then gathers the eggshell and  

wraps it in the towel he hurries 

and takes everything 

       to the lawn chair and folds  

       everything inside the lawn chair. 

       He takes Tiamat behind the lawn 

       chair.) 

Now you stay put.  Stay. 

      (Beat) 

Over here mom. 

 

 

      Mrs. Thatcher 

      (Enters) 

What on earth are you doing out here?  It’s after midnight. 

 

      Jeremy 

It’s that late?  What’re you doing up? 

 

      Mrs. Thatcher 

Oh, your dad was snoring so loud and I couldn’t- Never mind why 

I’m up, why are you up? 

 

      Jeremy 

I was a… looking at the full moon. 

      (Tiamat comes out from behind 

       the lawn chair and goes directly 

       to Mrs. Thatcher and begins  

       sniffing her.  Satisfied she  

       goes to Jeremy and pecks at  
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       his leg trying to get his  

       attention.) 

 

 

      Mrs. Thatcher 

You couldn’t have done that from your window? 

 

      Jeremy 

I wanted to see it from this perspective.  I’m putting it in one 

of my drawings.  Ow!  Why rotten little- 

 

      Mrs. Thatcher 

What’s wrong? 

 

      Jeremy 

Mosquito bite. 

      (Tiamat scurries into Mrs.  

Thatcher’s view and Jeremy 

realizes that she cannot see her.) 

 

      Mrs. Thatcher 

Let’s bring it in.  And get into bed. 

 

      Jeremy 

Okay mom.  I’ll be right there. 

 

      Mrs. Thatcher 

Now, young man. 

      (She exits for the house) 

 

      Jeremy 

Coming. 

      (He watches her leave) 
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I don’t think she can see you.  This is so strange. 

 

SCENE: A few minutes later.  Jeremy’s room.  It is a normal room 

with a bed, dresser and desk.  Some of Jeremy’s pictures hang on 

the wall.  On the nightstand is a gerbil cage.  The floor has 

clothes, books and discarded drawings. 

 

      Jeremy 

Well, this is home.  A little messy, but home. 

      (Tiamat jumps off Jeremy’s  

       shoulder and begins to explore. 

       Jeremy takes the instructions out  

       of his pockets and sits on his 

       bed to study it.) 

 

Your dragon must have a name.  So what shall we call you? 

 

*NOTE: Projection.  Tiamat lets Jeremy know that she has no 

idea. 

 

      Jeremy 

Are you telling me that you don’t know?   

      (Beat) 

Are you sending me your thoughts? 

 

*NOTE: Projection.  Tiamat tells Jeremy that she is hungry. 

 

You’re hungry.  Me too, now that you mention it.  I didn’t eat 

much dinner, because I was nervous about you.  I’ll see if dad 

has any of those gross chicken livers.  Come here. 

      (Tiamat comes to Jeremy and 

he picks her up and puts her on 

the bed.) 

 

You Stay right there.  I’ll be right back.  Stay. 

 

    (Jeremy leaves for just a second, 
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 then reenters. Tiamat looks very 

innocent) 

Stay. 

   (Jeremy exits.  Tiamat stretches 

   her neck to see if Jeremy is gone. 

Tiamat jumps off the bed and 

starts to investigate the room.  

She comes across a dirty smelly 

sock and reacts to the smell. She 

then sniffs around the room until 

the she gets a whiff of Jeremy’s 

gerbil whose cage is on the 

nightstand. She jumps onto the 

nightstand and circles the cage. 

She then jumps on top of the cage 

and grabs it with her claws, she 

then starts flapping her wings as 

if she is going to make off with 

her prey.  Jeremy enters carrying 

a dish of chicken livers and a 

half eaten sandwich for himself) 

 

      Jeremy 

You better like these.  I gagged when I put them in the dish. 

      (Sees Tiamat.) 

Stop that! 

      (She doesn’t) 

Get down!  

      (She doesn’t) 

I mean it! 

(She continues.  Jeremy thinks as 

 hard as he can the word stop.) 

 

NOTE: Projection.  A projection that communicates: stop. 

      (Tiamat stops immediately) 

NOTE: Projection.  A projection that communicates: sorry. 

 

I know you’re sorry, you’re just hungry.  But my pets are off 

limits.  No eating my pets.  Do you understand? 
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      (Tiamat indicates that she 

      understands.) 

Good!   

      (Jeremy gets the dish and  

       puts it on the floor.) 

Come on.  Come and get it. 

(Tiamat moves to the floor.  

Jeremy grabs his sandwich and sits 

on the bed and the two eat. 

 

You’re a troublemaker.  And you have horrible taste in food. 

      (Tiamat finishes her food  

quickly, climbs up onto the bed 

and settles into Jeremy’s lap. He 

gently strokes her head until she 

falls asleep. Jeremy stands and 

looks around the room for  

      something to cover Tiamat, 

      he finds a T-shirt and 

      covers her.  He goes to  

      bed covers up and stares  

      at Tiamat.) 

 

Goodnight, you little troublemaker. 

(Jeremy snuggles into bed beside 

Tiamat.) 

(The room transitions as they 

slowly fall asleep.) 

 

SCENE: Jeremy’s bedroom. The same as before. Spec stands at the 

foot of the bed trying to wake Jeremy.   

 

      Spec 

Jeremy! Jeremy!  Wake up.  Jeremy!  It’s time to practice. 

Come on! 

      (Lights up quickly. Jeremy 

       startled sits upright in 

      bed.) 

 

      Jeremy 
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What.  What happened? Oh hey Spec, what’s going on? 

(Jeremy looks to his desk Tiamat 

is not there. Jeremy jumps out of 

bed and furiously looks for her) 

        

Spec 

You were supposed to meet me at my house an hour ago.  We were 

going to draw.   

 

 

      Jeremy 

      (Still looking) 

I don’t remember. 

 

      Spec 

We talked about it on Wednesday, remember?  What are you looking 

for? 

 

      Jeremy 

Oh yeah.  I remember now, sorry. 

      (Jeremy sees Tiamat perched  

on his headboard, he relaxes. 

Tiamat starts to investigate 

Spec.) 

 

      Spec 

It’s okay, your mom said you were up late.   

 

      Jeremy 

Yeah I was looking at the full moon. 

 

      Spec 

Why were you looking at the moon? FORT W
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      Jeremy 

I’m going to add it to one of my drawings, I think. 

 

(Jeremy tries to get dressed   but 

Tiamat jumps on Jeremy’s 

      shoulder and starts nibbling  

      on his ear.  Jeremy twitches 

      trying to get her to stop  

      during the following.) 

 

      Spec 

We can draw now.  I brought my stuff. 

 

      Jeremy 

I can’t. 

 

      Spec 

Why not?  We had plans. 

 

      Jeremy 

I know but something came up. 

 

      Spec 

What? 

 

      Jeremy 

Just something I have to take care of. 

 

      Spec 

You’re acting weird. 
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      Jeremy 

I am? 

 

      Spec 

Yeah, all twitchy and nervous. 

 

      Jeremy 

I’m just in a hurry, I overslept and I have to feed- 

      (Pause) 

the animals in my dad’s clinic. 

 

      Spec 

Okay, I’m leaving.   

 

      Jeremy   

I’m sorry, Spec. 

      Spec 

Whatever man.  You don’t want to draw, fine. 

      (Spec starts to leave) 

 

      Jeremy 

See you later? 

 

Spec  

Whatever. 

 

(Tiamat watches Spec leave 

and goes over to Jeremy. 

 

Tiamat projects a question:  Friend of Foe? 
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      Jeremy 

Friend.  The best of friends. 

   

*NOTE: Projection. A projection of Tiamat telling Jeremy that 

she is hungry. 

 

Okay, I got it you’re hungry.  Why am I the only one that can 

see you.  I’m going to get you something to eat then you’re 

taking a nap, while I’m at the library.  It’s time to do some 

research. 

 

SCENE: Library.  A desk, behind the desk is Miss Priest, the 

librarian. 

   

         Jeremy 

Hi, Miss Priest. 

 

      Miss Priest 

Hi Jeremy.  Have you come for more art books? 

 

      Jeremy 

New topic today.  I need to find out about dragons. 

 

      Miss Priest 

Fascinating creatures. 

 

      Jeremy 

Do you have any books about them? 

 

      Miss Priest 

Let’s see what we can dig up. 
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(Miss Priest leads him to a small 

book shelf. She pulls one book 

from the shelf and hands it 

      to him.) 

 

Try this one on for size. 

      (Jeremy looks at the book 

      Miss Priest goes back to 

      looking.) 

Where’s your friend? 

 

      Jeremy 

Oh, Spec doesn’t do libraries. 

 

      Miss Priest 

      (Locating the book) 

There you are. 

 

      Jeremy 

Oh you were talking about the book. 

        

      Miss Priest 

      (Hands Jeremy the book) 

This should be a good fit. 

(Jeremy examines the books.  Miss 

Priest goes back to her desk.) 

 

      Jeremy 

      (Jeremy approaches Miss Priest) 

Miss Priest? 

 

      Miss Priest 

Yes, Jeremy, Is there something else? 
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      Jeremy 

These books are stories about dragons. 

 

      Miss Priest 

Yes, they are. 

 

      Jeremy 

I have a question.  This is going to sound silly… 

 

 

      Miss Priest 

No question is silly, Jeremy. 

 

 

      Jeremy 

I mean, you might find it silly that I’m asking. 

 

      Miss Priest 

      (Seriously) 

Look at me Jeremy.  No question is silly if you really want to 

know the answer. 

 

      Jeremy 

Okay then, what I want to know is, do you have any books on how 

to raise a dragon?   

 

      Miss Priest 

Of course. 

(She goes to a special case that 

looks very much like the special 

case that held the egg in the 

magic shop and pulls 
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      out a large leather book. 

      She hands Jeremy the book 

      and he carefully sets it on 

the desk.  Jeremy opens it and 

reads the title page.) 

      

      Jeremy 

On The Nature (and Disappearance) of Dragons by S.H. Elives.  

Where did you get this? 

 

      Miss Priest 

Who knows where books come from? It’s really a very great 

mystery, isn’t it? 

 

      Jeremy 

Can I check it out? 

 

      Miss Priest 

I’ve been saving it for you. 

 

      Jeremy 

How did you know I would be wanting it? 

 

      Miss Priest 

 

(Coyly) 

 

What are librarians for? 

      (Jeremy starts to leave) 

Jeremy! 

      (Jeremy stops) 

I would read that very carefully. 

      (Beat) 

Very carefully indeed, Jeremy Thatcher! 
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SCENE:  Outside the library.  Jeremy has his head is buried in 

his book. 

Jeremy  

 

(reading – Elives will enter and 

continue to reading) 

 

The time came when this world was no longer safe for dragons.  

Earth had too many swords and not enough magic.  One by one the 

great dragons were being slaughtered.  In an attempt… 

 

      Elives 

 

      (overlapping with Jeremy) 

 

In an attempt to save the last dragons, the wizard Bellenmore 

opened a door between the worlds.  Through this gate, the 

remaining dragons passed to the new world that was to be their 

home. 

It was a harsh world – safer for the dragons but unfit for their 

eggs.  For over one hundred years, not one new egg hatched.  The 

dragons feared extinction and gave Bellenmore an egg to bring 

back to our world.  Under the light of our moon, the egg hatched 

and when it was grown, Bellenmore sent it back to the rest of 

its kind. 

Now each decade a handful of eggs come to this world.  Each egg 

remains out of the sight of the moon until the right person 

appears.  Then the egg is entrusted to a Hatcher, who must guard 

the young dragon and when the time is right, help it to go home. 

 

      Jeremy 

       

(with Elives who fades out) 

 

And when the time is right, help it to go home. 

      Elives exits.)  

 

      Mary Lou 
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      Jeremy 

      (To himself) 

I knew I shouldn’t have sat here.   

      (To Mary Lou) 

Hello Mary Lou. 

 

      Mary Lou 

Whacha doing? 

 

      Jeremy. 

Reading. 

 

 

      Mary Lou 

Did you just leave the library? 

 

      Jeremy 

      (Holds up the books) 

Aren’t you the detective.  I’ve gotta go. 

 

      Mary Lou 

Jeremy, wait. 

Jeremy 

(Stops) 

What? 

 

      Mary Lou 

I…uh…uh…ummm 
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      Jeremy 

What do you want? 

 

      Mary Lou 

      (Quickly) 

I’m really sorry I got you in trouble and embarrassed you at 

school. 

 

      Jeremy 

It really stinks.  I didn’t write the note and I’m the one that 

got embarrassed.  He should’ve said your name too. 

 

      Mary Lou 

I know.  If it makes you feel better, everyone knows it’s me.  

 

      Jeremy 

Well it’s doesn’t.  Kravitz hates me. 

 

      Mary Lou 

He didn’t say my name because my dad’s on the school board. 

 

      Jeremy 

Well, it still stinks. 

 

      Mary Lou 

I know.  I’m sorry.  I was going to apologize to you but you ran 

off so fast. 

 

      Jeremy 

Okay. 
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      Mary Lou 

Why do you have so many books? 

 

      Jeremy 

What, cause I’m a boy I’m too dumb to read? 

 

      Mary Lou 

No, I didn’t know you liked to read is all.  

 

      Jeremy 

I read lots. 

 

      Mary Lou 

Me too.  What do you like to read? 

 

      Jeremy 

I like C.S Lewis a lot. 

 

      Mary Lou 

Me too.  What’s your favorite? 

 

Jeremy 

Duh! The Lion, The Witch, And the Wardrobe. 

 

      Mary Lou 

I like Natalie Babbitt more. 

 

      Jeremy  

I like her a lot too. What’s your favorite? 
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      Both  

Duh! Tuck Everlasting.   

      (They laugh. Awkward pause) 

 

      Mary Lou 

I’ve gotta take my book back. See you Monday Jeremy Thatcher. 

      (Mary Lou exits into the library) 

 

      Jeremy 

 

Not if I see you first. 

      (To himself) 

 

I hope nobody saw me talking to her. 

 

SCENE: During the transition we hear Tiamat hissing, Grief 

howling, and Cat hissing.  Lights up in Jeremy’s bedroom, Cat is 

on the desk hissing and swiping her paw as Tiamat flies around 

the room.  Grief is in the middle of the room jumping at Tiamat 

and howling. 

 

      Jeremy 

What’s going on in here?  Stop.  Grief go lay down.  Get out of 

here Cat. 

      (Jeremy ushers Grief out the  

      door.  He approaches Cat and 

      Cat swipes at him and hisses 

      Tiamat is now perched on the  

      dresser.  Mrs. Thatcher  

      enters.) 

 

      Mrs. Thatcher 

What is all the commotion about? 

 

      Jeremy 

I don’t know, some of the animals were fighting. 
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      Mrs. Thatcher 

I heard it all the way outside. I’ve never heard them make a 

sound like that before. 

 

      Jeremy 

I pulled them apart.  I think it’s over. 

 

      Mrs. Thatcher 

Well, let me know if you need another cage.  Get things 

straightened up in here then come outside.  We have a ton of 

yardwork. 

 

      Jeremy 

Sure. 

 

      Mrs. Thatcher 

      (Starts to leave, then stops) 

By the way, your father is cooking up some business deal with 

the parents of one of the kids in your class.  We’re having the 

whole family for dinner next week. 

 

      Jeremy 

Who is it? 

      Mrs. Thatcher 

Their last name is Hutton. 

 

      Jeremy 

What?  Oh no, how could you do this to me? 

 

      Mrs. Thatcher 

What on earth is wrong with you? 
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      Jeremy 

Are you really going to invite Mary Lou Hutton into this house? 

 

      Mrs. Thatcher 

Is there any reason why we shouldn’t? 

 

      Jeremy 

She’s in love with me. 

 

      Mrs. Thatcher 

Well, I wouldn’t make too much of it, dear. 

 

      Jeremy 

You don’t understand, Mom.  She wants to kiss me! 

         

      Mrs. Thatcher 

It’s because you’re so cute. 

 

      Jeremy 

I’m not cute!   

 

Mrs. Thatcher 

Okay, you’re ugly. 

      (Pause) 

You’re a little too young to start that kind of thing. 

 

      Jeremy 

I don’t want to let her do that!  I want to stay as far away 

from her as possible! 
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      Mrs. Thatcher 

I’m sure she’ll behave herself during dinner, Jeremy.  This is 

fairly important to your father, so I want you to be polite when 

they come.  Anyway, I want you outside soon. 

 

      Jeremy 

I’ll be down as soon as I can. 

(Mrs. Thatcher rolls her eyes 

 and snorts.  She exits. To   

Tiamat) 

 

You being invisible is making keeping you a secret easy. 

(He grabs the books he got from 

the library) 

 

Let’s see if we can find you a name. There are all kinds of them 

in these story books Miss Priest gave me.   

      (He leafs through the book) 

Here’s an obvious one, Smaug? 

      (Tiamat doesn’t like it) 

Just as well, you’re not really the Smaug type. 

      (Jeremy continues to leaf 

How about Ourroboros? 

      (Tiamat doesn’t like it.) 

Orm Emfax? 

      (Tiamat doesn’t like it) 

How about Tiamat? 

      (Tiamat approves) 

You like that one?  Tiamat? 

      (Tiamat continues to approve) 

Tiamat it is. 

      (Jeremy goes back to the book) 
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It says here that, “according to Babylonian mythology the 

original Tiamat was the mother dragon that created the world.” 

Does that mean you’re a girl dragon? 

      (Tiamat makes a sound of 

affirmation.) 

 

Mystery solved, I have a girl dragon and her name is Tiamat.  

Now let’s find what else you will eat.  My dad’s going to get 

suspicious if all of his chicken livers disappear.  

      (He reaches for the big book 

      leafs through the pages  

      until he comes to the proper 

      page.) 

 

Feeding….feeding…here we go. 

       Jeremy 

 

      (reading) 

 

Dragons are reputed to have a deep fondness for milk.  In at 

least two instances, we are told of a village or castle that 

kept one of the great dragons at bay by offering it a trough of 

milk every day.   

 

Milk.  Huh.  Well, that makes sense.  I’m going to get you some 

milk and then I better go help mom. 

 

SCENE: The Thatcher dining room, Monday morning. They are eating 

breakfast. 

      Jeremy 

I don’t want to go to school. 

 

      Dr. Thatcher 

      (Reading his cereal box) 

Can’t say as I blame you.  School is a repressive institution, 

aimed at subduing the masses. 
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      Mrs. Thatcher 

Herb. 

 

      Jeremy 

So I don’t have to go? 

 

      Dr. Thatcher 

Oh no, you have to go.  As repressive as it is, it’s easier to 

send you than to have you underfoot.  So off you go. 

 

      Mrs. Thatcher 

You’re terrible. 

(Goes to Jeremy, feels his 

forehead.) 

 

You don’t have a fever. 

      Dr. Thatcher 

My trained medical opinion is that you have Monday-morning-osis. 

 

      Jeremy 

What do you know?  You work on dogs and cats. 

 

      Dr. Thatcher 

I’m more than qualified to diagnose you.  I trained with 

monkeys. 

 

      Jeremy 

Ha. Ha. 

      (Spec enters) 

 

      Spec 

Hi Mrs. Thatcher, Dr. Thatcher 

      (To Jeremy) 
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You ready? 

      Jeremy 

I guess. 

 

      Spec 

What’s wrong? 

 

      Dr. Thatcher 

Monday-morning-osis. 

 

      Spec 

What? 

 

      Dr. Thatcher 

A horrible disease, Spec.  And be careful its highly contagious. 

 

      Spec 

What is it? 

      Jeremy 

Never mind, he’s messing with you. 

      (Dr. Thatcher gives Mrs. 

        Thatcher a kiss on the cheek 

       and musses Spec’s and  

      Jeremy’s hair) 

 

      Dr. Thatcher 

I have appointments all day. 

 

      Mrs. Thatcher 

I’ll be out as soon as I finish here. 
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      (Dr. Thatcher exits.  To 

       Jeremy and Spec) 

 

You two better get on the move. 

 

      Jeremy 

      (Grabs his book bag) 

Bye Mom. 

 

      Spec 

Bye Mrs. Thatcher 

 

 

      Mrs. Thatcher 

Bye boys, have a good day. 

      (They exit) 

 

Scene:  Jeremy and Spec are now outside the school. 

 

      Spec 

What did you do this weekend? 

 

      Jeremy 

Nothing much. 

 

      Spec 

Did you work on your drawing for the contest? 

 

      Jeremy 

I didn’t have time to draw. 
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Spec 

You didn’t have time to draw? 

 

 

      Jeremy 

No. 

 

      Spec 

Jeremy, we’ve been waiting for this for six years.   

 

      Jeremy 

I know. 

 

      Spec 

You couldn’t have been too busy. 

 

      Jeremy 

What do you mean? 

 

      Spec 

My sister said she saw you talking to Mary Lou Hutton. 

 

      Jeremy 

I wasn’t talking to her, she was talking to me. 

 

      Spec 

What’s the difference? 

(Fat Pete walks by them and 

hisses.)  

 

      Jeremy 
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She caught up to me when I was leaving the library, I never saw 

her coming!  I was distracted.  I had a bunch of books, I 

couldn’t run.  Ow! 

      Spec 

What’s the matter? 

 

      Jeremy 

My shoulder.  It’s throbbing! 

 

      Spec 

You all right? 

 

      Jeremy 

I just told you my shoulder is throbbing, so no. 

 

      Spec 

Here, give me your book bag I’ll carry it. 

 

      Jeremy 

Thanks. 

      (Jeremy hands Spec his bag. 

       Freddie The Frog Killer and 

       Howard enter) 

 

      Freddie 

Hey, Howard look who it is? 

 

      Howard 

Why, It’s Jeremy Thatcher. 

      Freddie 

I wonder where Hot Stuff Hutton is? 
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      Howard 

It seems like it was just a couple of days ago he was chatting 

away with Mary Lou. 

 

      Jeremy 

We weren’t chatting away.  Ow! 

(Jeremy rubs his right shoulder) 

 

NOTE: Projection.  A projection that shows pain and fear.  

Swirling colors  

         

      Freddie 

They were laughing and giggling like… like what Howard 

 

      Howard 

Like a couple in love. 

 

      Freddie 

Like a couple in love.  Mary Lou says they have a hot dinner 

date this weekend. 

 

      Jeremy  

We don’t have a hot dinner date.  Their family is coming to meet 

with my mom and dad.  OW! 

      (Jeremy grabs his shoulder 

       Freddie and Howard are  

       making kissing noises) 

 

NOTE: The previous projection should intensify. 

      Mary Lou 

      (Enters) 
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      Howard and Freddie 

Hi Jeremy. 

 

      Jeremy 

I’m not feeling so good. 

 

      Spec 

You okay? 

 

      Mary Lou 

What’s wrong, Jeremy. 

 

 

      Jeremy 

Gonna throw up! 

      (He starts to run) 

Scene: Jeremy’s room.  It is messier than normal.  Jeremy bursts 

into the room.  Tiamat is much larger and has shed her skin.  

She is in obvious pain.      

 

      Jeremy 

Tiamat?  Are you okay?  Oh Tiamat you shed your skin.  Wow, 

you’re bigger! Tiamat it was supposed to happen.  It’s okay. 

 

      (She can’t flap her right wing.) 

 

NOTE: Projection.  Tiamat projects pain. 

 

      Jeremy 

Are you hurt? 

(Tiamat makes a sound of 
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 affirmation). 

Is it your wing? 

(Tiamat makes a sound of 

affirmation). 

 

You probably pulled something when you were shedding your skin. 

Let me rub it first. 

      (Jeremy rubs Tiamat’s wing) 

Does that feel better? 

(Tiamat makes a sound of 

affirmation). 

Good. 

(They begin to play and Jeremy 

doesn’t hear Mary Lou enter.) 

 

      Mary Lou 

You have a dragon? 

 

 

      Jeremy 

      (Shocked) 

What’re you doing here? 

 

      Mary Lou 

I can’t believe you have a dragon. 

 

      Jeremy 

It’s none of your business.  What’re you doing… Wait, you can 

see her? 

      (During the following Tiamat 

      checks out  Mary Lou, sniffing, 

      looking at her from head to  

      toe) 
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      Mary Lou 

It’s beautiful, and a little scary. 

 

      Jeremy 

It’s not an it, it’s a she.  And how come you can see her? 

 

      Mary Lou 

I love dragons. 

      Jeremy 

      (To himself) 

I wonder if that’s it?  If you really love dragons, you can see 

them?  That’s got to be it. 

 

      Mary Lou 

What? 

 

      Jeremy 

You’re the first person besides me who’s been able to see her. 

 

      Mary Lou 

Wow.  Where did you get her? 

 

      Jeremy 

I don’t think I’m supposed to tell, besides it’s none of your 

business.  And you still haven’t told me what you’re doing here. 

 

      Mary Lou 

I came to see if you were all right.  When I got here the front 

door was wide open so I came in.  What happened? 

 

      Jeremy 
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I’m not sure, but I think Tiamat was shedding her skin and it 

scared her. And when she was shedding I think she hurt her wing. 

 

      Mary Lou  

I got that.  I meant, what happened to you? 

 

      Jeremy 

This is going to sound weird but I think I felt her fear and 

pain. My right shoulder hurt and I felt scared.  She was scared 

when I came in and her right wing was hurt. 

      (Jeremy is pacing his room 

and steps on something.) 

 

 

Jeremy 

Ow! 

 

      Mary Lou 

What 

 

      Jeremy 

A tooth.  I stepped on a tooth.  That’s the third one today. 

      (He puts it carefully in a 

box on his nightstand. 

 

It’s a good thing I gave her milk before I left, who knows what 

damage she would’ve done without it. 

 

      Mary Lou 

Milk? 

 

      Jeremy 

It calms her.  Listen, Mary Lou. You can’t tell anyone about 

this. 
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      Mary Lou 

Of course I won’t tell anyone.  I know how these things work.  

What do we do now? 

      Jeremy 

We don’t do anything this is my problem. What you’re going to do 

is go away. 

 

      Mary Lou 

I just wanted to help. 

 

      Jeremy  

I don’t need your help.  No one invited you to barge in here. 

 

 

      Mary Lou 

Well excuse me for caring. 

She runs out the door.  Tiamat 

watches her leave.) 

 

Tiamat projects a question:  Friend of Foe? 

 

      Jeremy 

Foe!  Friend!  I don't know. 

 

SCENE: The Hatchers dining.  Mrs. Hatcher is setting the table 

and Jeremy is helping.  It is much more formal than in previous 

scenes.  The table has a table cloth and candles. 

 

      Jeremy 

I don’t see what the big deal is, you’d think the president was 

coming to dinner or something. 

 

      Mrs. Thatcher 
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Don’t be silly, I just want to make a nice meal and have a 

lovely evening. 

 

      Jeremy 

Then you shouldn’t have invited Mary Lou Hutton. 

 

      Dr. Hatcher 

      (Enters carrying green beans 

      picked from the garden.) 

 

You better be on your best behavior, buster.  No chasing our 

guests’ daughter around the table trying to kiss her. 

 

      Jeremy 

Dad! 

 

      Mrs. Thatcher 

Go wash up.  They’re going to be here any minute. 

 

      Dr. Thatcher 

I can’t, I’m busy. 

 

      Mrs. Thatcher 

Doing what? 

 

      Dr. Thatcher 

Bothering Jeremy. 

 

      Mrs. Thatcher 

Now. 

 

      Dr. Thatcher 
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All right, All right. 

(He exits.  Beat.  Doorbell 

rings.)  

 

      Mrs. Thatcher 

Herb, they’re here. 

       

(He exits.  Mrs. Thatcher lights 

the candles and admires the table.  

The Hutton’s and Dr. Thatcher 

 enter followed by Jeremy who is 

dragging behind. The adults go in 

the kitchen and Jeremy and Mary 

Lou hang back.  During the 

following the adults are 

exchanging pleasantries 

and laughing.  Tiamat enters, at 

first unseen) 

 

      Mary Lou 

Where is she? 

 

      Jeremy 

In my room. 

 

      Mary Lou 

I’m sorry I barged in on you the other day. 

 

      Jeremy 

Forget it. 

 

      Mary Lou 

 

I didn’t tell anyone about the dragon. 
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      Jeremy 

Do you think they would’ve believed you if you had? 

 

(Jeremy and Mary Lou see Tiamat 

and panic) 

      Mary Lou 

Probably not. 

      Mrs. Thatcher 

What’s going on guys? 

 

Both 

Nothing. 

 

Mr. Hutton 

Kids. 

 

NOTE: Projection.  Jeremy sends Tiamat a message to leave.  

Tiamat gives a dirty look and flies offstage. Jeremy and Mary 

Lou let out a huge sigh. 

      (Mrs. Hatcher starts putting 

      out food) 

            

Mr. Hutton 

It smells incredible. 

 

      Mrs. Hutton 

It looks delicious, you must’ve slaved away all day. 

 

      Dr. Thatcher 

We have to have people over so she’ll cook.  She doesn’t cook 

for Jeremy and me. 
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      Mrs. Thatcher 

You don’t look like you’re starving.  Come on everyone, dig in. 

 

      (Off stage is a large howl  

      and a cat scream.  Cat runs in 

      and jumps on Mrs. Hutton.) 

 

      Mrs. Hutton 

Oh get it off of me.  I’m allergic to cats. 

      (The following action is portrayed  

      in slow motion by the actors. Mrs. 

      Hutton pushes the cat onto the 

table.  The cat knocks plates off 

the table.  Tiamat flies in and 

circles the table.  Grief comes in 

barking and jumps on Dr. Thatcher 

who dumps the mashed potatoes onto 

Mr. Hutton.  The dog has gotten 

caught in the table cloth.) 

 

      Mrs. Thatcher 

Do something, Herb. 

      (Tiamat retreats to a corner 

and the dog runs away. The cat 

jumps into Mrs. Hutton’s  lap who 

promptly starts sneezing 

uncontrollably. Everyone else is 

silent.  Then Dr. Thatcher begins 

to laugh.  And laugh.) 

 

 

Scene Shift.  Focus on Tiamat downstage. She is attempting to 

breath fire but getting only smoke. 

 

         

Lights up the scene is the same except the Huttons have left. 

Dr. Thatcher is still laughing.) 

 

      Mrs. Thatcher 

Will you please stop laughing? 
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      Dr. Thatcher 

It’s funny. 

 

      Mrs. Thatcher 

I don’t find any of this funny. 

 

 

      Dr. Thatcher 

The Huttons sure didn’t. 

 

      Mrs. Thatcher 

Can you blame them?  They were covered in mashed potatoes. 

 

      Dr. Thatcher 

And gravy, don’t forget the gravy.  I know I won’t. 

 

      Mrs. Thatcher 

You’re not helping, Herb. 

      (Jeremy and Mrs. Thatcher   

      begin cleaning.) 

 

      Dr. Thatcher 

People always laugh about this kind of thing after they are done 

being upset. 

      (Mrs. Thatcher continues to 

looks at him disapprovingly.) 

 

 

      Dr. Thatcher 

I figure if you’re going to be amused about it later, you might 

as well be amused by it now. 

 

      Mrs. Thatcher 
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Jeremy, your father and I will clean this up, go check on the 

animals. 

      (Tiamat has come over to Jeremy in  

remorse.  Dr. Thatcher is now 

staring right at Tiamat. He rubs 

his eyes.  Closes them and opens 

them again.  Jeremy is unsure if 

his father sees Tiamat) 

 

      Jeremy 

      (Feeling upset and responsible.) 

Okay. 

 

      Dr.Thatcher 

      (Thinking he sees a dragon.) 

I must be working too hard.. 

 

      Jeremy 

I’m really sorry.  I know how important tonight was. 

 

      Dr. Thatcher 

Things happen, bub. 

      Jeremy 

I bet your meal would’ve been great, mom.  It looked really 

good. 

      Mrs. Thatcher 

Thanks sweetie. 

 

      Jeremy 

I’m just…sorry. 

(Jeremy exits. Dr. and Mrs. 

Thatcher continue cleaning.) 

 

Scene: Jeremy and Spec in the school yard. FORT W
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      Jeremy 

…and gravy went everywhere. 

 

      Spec 

Your dad dumped the mashed potatoes. 

 

      Jeremy 

All over Mr. Hutton. 

      Spec 

Oh man, how did you keep from bursting out laughing. 

 

      Jeremy 

It wasn’t funny to me at the time.  It was sort of sad.  My mom 

had worked super hard on the dinner, and it was all my fault. 

 

      Spec 

Did you work on your drawing? 

 

      Jeremy 

No I haven’t even started. 

 

      Spec 

      (During the following Tiamat 

      is flying in circles above  

      the stage.  Jeremy looks up) 

 

Projection: Jeremy asks Tiamat why she is there? 

 

Projection.  Tiamat sends a picture of herself looking sad 
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      (continuing) 

Mine is almost done.  It’s really cool.  It’s this really creepy 

eye, just the eye and it is the reflection of what the eye sees.  

I haven’t decided what the reflection is but, I’m thinking it’s 

going to be this hand holding a dagger what do you think? 

 

Projection:  Jeremy tells Tiamat to go home 

 

      Spec 

Did you hear anything I said? 

 

      Jeremy 

I’m sorry Spec, I was distracted. 

 

      Spec 

That’s happening a lot these days.  Here I’ll show you. 

      (He looks through his bag 

       for his picture.) 

 

I must’ve left it in my desk.  I’m going to go get it, I want to 

work on it tonight.  I’ll see you later. 

      (He leaves) 

 

      Jeremy 

Okay, see ya. 

      (Tiamat lands next to Jeremy) 

What are you doing?  You shouldn’t be out here flying around.  

How did you get out?   

 

NOTE: Projection.  Tiamat projects that Jeremy left the door 

open. 

      Jeremy 

I was thinking that we ought to move you to the barn, one of 

these days you’re going to shed your skin and grow again.  I 
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won’t be able to get you out the door. Dad doesn’t have any 

horse patients you can stay in one of the stalls. 

      (Jeremy and Tiamat start to 

leave.  A loud cat scream is 

heard.  Ahead of Jeremy is 

Freddie.  He is poking Fat Pete 

with a stick and laughing. Fat 

Pete is in the bushes with his 

legs tied.) 

 

 

Jeremy 

You cut that out! 

 

      Freddie 

Who’s gonna make me? 

 

      Jeremy 

Just stop! 

 

      Freddie 

 

      (Drops the stick) 

You’re such a jerk, Thatcher. 

      (He walks past Jeremy and 

       Jeremy bends down to help 

       Fat Pete and when he does 

       Freddie kicks Jeremy in the 

       butt knocking down. 

A real jerk! 

      (Tiamat attacks Freddie who 

cannot see him. She hits him with 

her wings; he cannot see.  

Finally, she lets him go.)   

        

Freddie 

You’re weird, Thatcher. 

      (Freddie runs away. Tiamat comes  

      over the Jeremy)  
FORT W

AYNE Y
OUTHEATRE



64 
 

         

      Jeremy 

You were defending me. Thank you. 

(Tiamat mvoes closer to Jeremy and 

they share a moment.  Then he goes 

to untie Fat Pete who resists) 

Jeremy 

Stop you’re going to hurt yourself. 

(Tiamat unties Fat Pete. Tiamat 

moves hungrily toward Pete then 

looks to Jeremy who looks stern.  

Tiamat returns to Jeremy as Fat 

Pete struts away then stops turns 

and gives Jeremy a bro nod.) 

Let’s go home. 

 

SCENE: The Thatcher barn.  Tiamat is in the horse stall. Jeremy 

enters carrying chicken livers, Miss Priest’s Book and an 

envelope. 

 

      Jeremy 

Do you like it in here? 

 

(Tiamat affirms that she does and 

Jeremy hands Tiamat the livers) 

I brought you a snack.  Go easy on these, I’m going to have to 

start buying these out of my allowance. 

Note: Projection.  Tiamat shows the image of a dead Gerbil. 

No, I’ll buy them out of my allowance. 

Note: Projection.  Tiamat shows an image of a dead Fat Pete and 

Yum! 

Don’t even think about it!  I got a letter in the mail today! 

I never get mail. It’s from Mr. Elives. 

      (He reads the letter out  

       loud.) 
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It will soon be time for the dragon to go home.  Come to the 

corner of Main and Not Main at 11:30 on Midsummer Night.   

 

Jeremy 

Home? 

(Tiamat curves her neck around 

Jeremy’s arm) 

 

Projection:  Tiamat home!   

 

 

      Jeremy 

You are home 

(Tiamat look at each other 

for a moment and then Tiamat 

nudges Jeremy to keep 

reading.  Elives has entered 

and reads.) 

 

 

Elives 

Come to the corner of Main and Not Main at 11:30 on Midsummer 

Night.  Bring the dragon, as well as any teeth it has lost, any 

skins it has shed and whatever bits of the eggshell you were 

able to save. 

 

 

      Jeremy 

       (finishing the letter) 

Be Prompt! 

 

      Mary Lou 

        

(Enters carrying a gallon of milk) FORT W
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Be prompt for what? 

 

      Jeremy 

Geez, you scared the heck out of me. What’re you doing sneaking 

up on me? 

 

      Mary Lou 

I wasn’t sneaking up on you, I was bringing you more milk. 

 

      Jeremy 

Hey, thanks. 

      Mary Lou 

 

You’re welcome.  Be prompt for what? 

  

      Jeremy 

The crazy old man that gave me Tiamat told me not to be late on 

the night I return her. 

 

      Mary Lou 

When is that? 

 

      Jeremy 

Midsummer’s Night. 

 

 

      Mary Lou 

Oh no! 

 

      Jeremy 

What? 

FORT W
AYNE Y

OUTHEATRE



67 
 

 

      Mary Lou 

That’s next week. 

 

      Jeremy 

What? No, it’s not. 

 

      Mary Lou 

Yes, it is.  June 23
rd
. 

 

 

      Jeremy 

Oh, no. 

 

      Mary Lou 

Where does she go from here? 

 

      Jeremy 

Home. Long ago dragons had to leave here so this wizard 

Bellenmore opened a door between two worlds and the dragons 

left. 

      (Jeremy gets Mrs. Priest’s 

book) 

 

Here, you feed her while I read it to you. 

 

 

      Mary Lou  

 

(pours milk into a bowl) 

 

My goodness she’s getting big. 
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      Jeremy 

      (reading) 

It was a harsh world – and for over one hundred years, not one 

new egg hatched.  The dragons feared extinction and gave 

Bellenmore an egg to bring back to this world.  Under the light 

of our moon, the egg hatched and when it was grown, Bellenmore 

sent it back to the rest of its kind.  

 

Now each decade a handful of eggs come to this world.  Each 

remains out of the sight of the moon until the right person 

appears.  Then the egg is entrusted to a Hatcher, who must guard 

the young dragon and when the time is right, help it to go home. 

        

NOTE: Projection.  Tiamat shows that she wants to go home. 

 

 

      Jeremy 

 

(Jeremy goes to Tiamat and strokes 

her neck.) 

Soon.  

      (To himself) 

Too soon. 

      Mary Lou 

That is so cool Jeremy, You’re a dragon hatcher. 

 

      Jeremy 

      (Sadly) 

Yeah, cool. 

      Mary Lou 

I’ve got to get back home. I’ll bring some more milk tomorrow 

morning before school.   

      (Mary Lou starts to leave) 

 

      Jeremy 
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Mary Lou. 

      (Pause) 

Thanks. 

 

      Mary Lou 

No, thank you dragon hatcher. 

      (She exits. Jeremy blushes) 

 

NOTE: Projection. Tiamat projects love. 

 

      Jeremy 

Oh, cut it out! 

      (Spec enters) 

 

      Spec 

Hey 

 

      Jeremy 

Hey. 

 

      Spec 

What was she doing here? 

 

 

      Jeremy 

She was helping me with something. 

 

      Spec 

What? 
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      Jeremy 

It’s complicated.  How are you? 

 

 

      Spec 

Awesome.  I want to show you what I’m turning in for the art 

contest.  And I want to see yours. 

 

      Jeremy 

Let’s see it. 

   

Spec 

(Takes out his drawing) 

It’s probably not as good as yours. 

 

      Jeremy 

      (It is the drawing that Spec  

           described earlier.) 

 

Oh my gosh!  It’s unbelievable! 

 

      Spec 

I’m proud of it.  Let’s see yours.  

 

      Jeremy 

I didn’t finish.  I don’t have an entry. 

 

      Spec 

What? 
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      Jeremy 

I got distracted, and I didn’t know what to draw. 

 

      Spec 

I thought you were going to draw a dragon. 

 

      Jeremy 

I was but, I don’t know it wasn’t good enough. 

 

      Spec 

We’ve dreamed of winning the art contest since first grade. 

 

 

      Jeremy 

I know.  But hey, I couldn’t have beaten that.  It’s so cool, 

Spec. 

 

      Spec 

Thanks.  I’ve gotta get home before its dark or my mom will 

freak out. 

 

      Jeremy 

Okay, see you tomorrow. 

 

      Spec 

See you tomorrow. 

      (He exits. Jeremy goes to 

       Tiamat, who is asleep) 

 

      Jeremy 
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      (He pets her) 

It’s going to be hard to tell you goodbye.  I love you 

      (Jeremy snuggles in with 

Tiamat.  Times passes.) 

 

Scene:  The barn.  Jeremy is preparing to take Tiamat to Elives. 

Tiamat is huge. 

      Jeremy 

      (Jeremy is holding a bag) 

Okay I’ve got the teeth, your skins and the bits from the egg 

shell.  I guess this is it. 

      

NOTE: Projection.  Tiamat tells Jeremy that she will miss him. 

And I will miss you. 

      (Jeremy sees something by 

       Tiamat’s eye.) 

What’s this? 

      (Jeremy hold it up to the 

      light and it sparkles.) 

 

NOTE.  Projection.  Tiamat tells Jeremy that dragons weep 

diamonds. 

(Jeremy wipes a tear away and puts 

the diamond in his pocket.) 

 

I’ll keep it forever.  

      (Mary Lou enters) 

      Mary Lou 

Do you have everything? 

 

      Jeremy 

I think so. 

 

      Mary Lou 

Do you want me to go with you? 
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      Jeremy 

No, I think I have to do this on my own. 

 

      Mary Lou 

Farewell Lady Tiamat.  You sure made it exciting around here. 

      (Mary Lou goes to hug Jeremy 

and he sticks out his hand to 

shake.)  

 

      Jeremy 

I don’t know where we’re going. 

 

      (Jeremy climbs on Tiamat’s 

       back.) 

I guess I’m gonna ride a dragon. 

 

      Mary Lou 

Hold tight. 

 

      Jeremy 

Thanks for everything. 

      (Mary Lou exits) 

      (Jeremy climbs onto Tiamat. 

They’re off) 

 

NOTE: Projection.  They are flying and we see what Jeremy sees. 

 

END OF SCENE 

 

NOTE: Projection.  They Land. 

Scene: Outside the magic shop.  Miss Priest greets them as they 

land.  Jeremy is holding the bag and a flashlight. 
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      Miss Priest 

Greetings Thatcher. 

      Jeremy 

      (Climbing off Tiamat) 

What’re you doing here? 

 

      Miss Priest 

Did you bring the teeth? 

 

      Jeremy 

Yes. 

 

      Miss Priest 

The skins? 

 

 

      Jeremy 

Yes, and the eggshells. 

      Miss Priest 

      (To Tiamat, she curtsies) 

And how are you this evening my lady? 

 

NOTE: Projection.  Tiamat breathes fire. 

 

Very well.   

      (To Jeremy) 

You have done very well. 

 

      Jeremy 

Thank you. What happens next. 
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      Miss Priest 

You may go home.  Your work is done. 

 

      Jeremy 

I don’t want to go home. 

 

      Miss Priest 

Then, if you’re feeling brave you may stay with me.  Turn off 

your flashlight. 

      (Jeremy does.  Elives appears) 

 

      Elives 

Greetings.   

      (He inspects Tiamat) 

You seem to have done a good job. 

 

      Jeremy 

Thank you. 

 

      Elives 

What is her spoken name? 

 

      Jeremy 

Tiamat. 

 

      Elives 

The Queen of the Universe!  Well, her line always did have a 

streak of vanity.  That’s not her real name, though.  She can’t 

tell you that. 

      (To Miss Priest) 
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How is that coming? 

 

      Miss Priest 

It’ll be ready.  You best see to your part. 

 

      Elives 

      (Takes out a small book from his  

       pocket and begins circling  

       Tiamat mumbling.) 

       

      Miss Priest 

Jeremy come and help me. 

      (He does) 

 

      Jeremy 

What’re we doing? 

 

Miss Priest 

(She is spreading all the things 

 that Jeremy brought to her around 

 in sort of an arch.) 

 

Making a gate.  Everything must go with her shell, skin, and 

teeth. 

 

      Jeremy 

I don’t want Tiamat to go back. 

 

 

      Miss Priest 

What? 

 

      Jeremy 
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I want her to stay with me. 

 

      Miss Priest 

      (Laughs) 

What a terrible idea!  Why do you want her stay? 

 

      Jeremy 

Because I love her and don’t want I to lose her. 

 

      Miss Priest 

Silly boy. Nothing you love is lost.  Not really.  Things, 

people-they always go away, sooner or later.  You can’t hold 

them any more than you can hold the moonlight.  But if they’ve 

touched you, if they’re inside you, then they’re still yours.  

The only things you ever really have are the ones you hold 

inside your heart. 

      (To Elives) 

Ready here. 

      Elives 

I’m ready.   

 

      Jeremy 

Can I say goodbye? 

      (he approaches Tiamat) 

I will miss you, so. 

 

NOTE: Projection.  Tiamat sends an image of a crystal breaking 

in half. 

      Elives 

It is time. 

      (Elives moves toward Tiamat) 

Step away. FORT W
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(Jeremy steps away.  Miss Priest 

ushers Tiamat toward the back of 

the magic shop and then joins 

Elives. 

      Jeremy 

I love you, Tiamat.  

 

(Miss Priest and Elives begin the 

spell to return Tiamat through the 

portal) 

 

 

Miss Priest/Elives 

 (repeated twice)    

Midsummer’s even begins the spell, 

Now begin to flee. 

Midsummer’s moon completes the spell, 

Rise up and be free 

 

Projection:  The portal becomes active.  Swirling colors and 

finally a vague image of dragon land.  We can see a dark shape 

hovering in the middle. 

       

      Jeremy 

Don’t go, Tiamat. 

      Elives 

      (Sensing something is wrong) 

Something is holding her. 

 

      Jeremy 

I want her to stay with me. 

 

      Miss Priest 

You have to let her go, Jeremy. 
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      Elives 

Let her go!  Don’t be a fool. Let her go. 

 

      Jeremy 

I can’t. 

   

      Miss Priest 

Jeremy, look at me.  You have to let her go or she will die. 

 

 

      Jeremy 

What? 

 

      Miss Priest 

She will die.  She is caught between two worlds. 

 

      Jeremy 

      (overlapping) 

Don’t go, Tiamat. 

 

      Elives 

      (overlapping) 

Let her go. 

 

      Jeremy 

She’s my friend.  I love her. 

 

      Miss Priest 

She’ll die Jeremy. If you love her, you have to let her go. 

      Jeremy 
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      (Sobbing) 

Go!  Go home! 

 

Projecton of Tiamat breaking through the portal 

 

Blackout 

 

Scene:  The barn.  Jeremy is sitting next to Tiamat’s stall. He 

is holding Tiamat’s tear.  Beat.  Miss Priest enters. 

 

      Miss Priest 

How are you, Jeremy? 

 

      Jeremy 

Not so good. 

 

      Miss Priest 

The first few days are the hardest. 

 

 

      Jeremy 

How do you know. 

      Miss Priest 

But, once you find out how happy they are, it eases the pain. 

 

      Jeremy 

How do you find out if they’re happy? 

 

      Miss Priest 
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      (She shows Jeremy her ring which  

       is a dragon’s tear.) 

 

      Jeremy 

Were you a dragon hatcher too? 

 

 

 

      Miss Priest 

      (Exiting) 

Be well Jeremy Thatcher. 

      (She’s gone.  After a moment the  

      lights change and start swirling 

      like when the egg was hatching.  

Jeremy senses Tiamat and speaks to   

her during a series of projection) 

       

      Jeremy  

You’re here.  I can feel you.  Are you here? 

NOTE: Projection.  Tiamat tells Jeremy that she is here. 

I can feel you, but I can’t see you. Where are you? 

NOTE: Projection.  Tiamat tells Jeremy that he is in her head 

I’m in your head?  I’m seeing what you’re seeing? 

Cool.  Wow we’re BIG! 

NOTE: Projection.  We now see The Dragon World. Eventually it 

fades and Jeremy is back in the barn. 

 

      Jeremy 

I missed you 

Note: Projection. Tiamat tells Jeremy that she missed him too. 

 

      (Jeremy smiles) 
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SCENE: Outside of the school, working on the mural.  Spec, is 

getting ready to paint.     

      Jeremy 

Hey. 

 

      Spec 

This is so cool. 

 

      Jeremy 

Have you decided what you’re gonna paint? 

 

      Spec 

I’m still thinking about it.  What about you, have you decided? 

 

      Jeremy  

Me? 

 

      Spec 

Yeah, we had a deal, remember? 

 

      Jeremy 

Are you sure? 

      (Spec gives him a look) 

Thanks.  I know just what I want to paint. 

 

      Spec 

Let me guess, a dragon. 

 

      Jeremy 

      (Starts to paint) FORT W
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Before, when I would draw them something was always missing. 

 

      Spec 

Did you figure it out? 

 

      Jeremy 

      (Painting furiously) 

Details.  I was missing the details. 

      (Jeremy’s painting a picture of 

       him riding Tiamat against the  

       backdrop of a full moon. The  

       projection should stay up 

       through curtain call.) 

END OF PLAY 
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